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AMDECLARATION

By THE REPRESENTATIVES oF TuE

UNITED STATES OF AMERICA.
IV CGENERAL CONGRESS assiyMaLeD, ‘

HEN in the Courfe of human Events, it becomes neceffary for one People to diflolve tl it .
gith ar}og;(c);, z\n_d1 toha[fume admong lx{hc{l’té’:vcrs }?f (;hc Earth, the chargre and ;qﬁa‘l'cs:;:ioiOl;gc:ﬂl l?i:;‘;;ds(::l}f?wls“(‘;; clc\i:?::f.:e(;l r::’i,c:;tl
ture’s title them, 2 t ini : :
wat::csepaﬂggnn. e them ecent Refpect to the Opinions of Mankind requires that they fhould declare the caufes which impel them
We hold thefe Truths to be felf-evident, that all Men are created equal, that th i : ;
) unalienable Rights, that among thefc are Life, Liberty, and the Purfuit o? Happinefs— f"}[,‘ha: t:ﬁ::r?ih%: ;{);?}rncm({mr with certain
inflituted among ‘Men, deriving their juft Powers from the Confent of the Governed, that whenever any Form of Government b 5 f:l’ Jovernments ars
Ends, it is the Right of the People to alter or to abolifh it, and to inflitute new Government, laying its Foundation on ﬁ‘hc}‘;o'mis‘cnmmw of thefe
its Powers in fuch Form, as to them fhall feem moft likely to effect their Safety and Happinefs. Prudence, indeed, will diﬂ‘a((- th”nUP es, and organizing
mblliihcd {hould not be char.\gcd for li.ght and tranfient Caufe_s; and accordingly all Experience hath fhewn, that M’:mkind s nior::i$0\;-‘:inmc_nts long ef-
Tovils are fufferable, than to right themfelves by abolithing the Forms to which they are accuftomed. But when 2 long Train of Abuft iipoicd to “.‘m'.r’ while
ing invariably the fame Objeét, evinces a Defign to reduce them under abfolute Defpotifm, it is their Right, it is thgir dul to tl;: o a“‘i}ﬁ[?furpa(,ons, purfu-
and to provide new Guards for their future Security, Such has been the patient Sufferance of thefe Colo?:ics; and fuch is !}l" wth r\o'w oﬂ' lich iossnoent,
them to alter their former Syftems of Government. The Hiftory of the prefent King of Great-Britain is a Hiftory of re e(;tcd ;c-" efe ity which conftrains
having in direct Object the Eftablithment of an abfolute Tyranny over thefe States. To prove this, let Faéts be fubmitted to 5 a d'dn'\ll\’fmb ik
He has refufed his Affent to Laws, the moft wholefome and neceffary for the public Good. SRpC W orid.
Hr has forbidden his Governors to pafs Laws of immediate and prefling Importance, unlefs fufpended i i ion-till hi .
and when fo fufpended, he has utterly negle&ed to attend to them. pended in their Operation till his Affent thould be obtained 3
He has refufed to pafs other Laws for the Accommodation of large Diftricts of People, unlefs thofe Peopl inqui A o
the Legiflaturz, a Right ineftimable to them, and formidable to Tyrants only. 2 ¢ People would relinquith the Right of Reprefentation in
He has called together Legiflative Bodies at Places unuftial, uncomfortable, and diftant from the Depofi i .
fatiguing them into Complia;ce with his Meafures. pofitory of their public Records, for the fole Purpofe of
He has diffolved Reprefentative Houles repeatedly, for oppofing with manly Firmnefs his Invafions on the Ri
He has refufed for a long Time, after fuch Diffolutions, to caufe others to be eleted ; whereby the Legi{;:ati\:gh}:ixfc-rlimi}x))::pl%l e A nnikilati
tarned to the People at large for their exercifc'; the State remaining in the mean time expofed to all the Dangers of Invafion f’rom uﬂthoﬁno (;mcl : flnon, hm.'c A
He has endeavoured to prevent the Population of thefe States ; for that Purpofe obftru&ing the Laws for Naturalization of Forei oS s = fi -onvulfions within.
to encourage their Migrations hither, and raifing the Conditions of new Appropriations of Lands. gners; refufing: to pafs others
He has obftru@ed the Adminiftration of Juftice, by refufing his Affent to Laws for eftablithing Judiciary Powers
He has made Judges dependent on his Will alone, for the Tenure of their Offices, and the Amount and Paymer;(. of their Salaries
He has ereéted a Multitude of new Offices, and lent hither Swarms of Officers to harrafs our People, and eat out their Sub}ta;: i
He has kept among us, in Times of Peace, Standing Armies, without the confent of our Legiflatures. s
He has affe@ed to render the Military independent of and fuperior to the Civil Power,
He has combined with others to fubjeé us to a Jurifdi&ion foreign to our Conftitution, and " J ad h i
prbtmeded Legtlstion’ ) J g itution, and unacknowledged by our Laws ; giving his Affent to their A&s of
For quartering large Bodies of Armed Troops among us :
For protecting them, by a mock Trial, from Punifhment for any Murders which they fhould commit on th i
For cutting o% our-Trade with all Parts of the World : Y mmit on the Inhabitants of thefe States :
For impofing Taxes on us without our Confent :
I'or depriving us, in many Cafes, of the Benefits of Trial by Jury :
For tranfporting us beyond Seas to be tried for pretended Offences :
For abolithing the free Syftem of Englifth Laws in a neighbouring Province, eftablifhing therein an arbit g SR
as to render it at once an Example and fit Inftrument for introducing the fame abfolute Rul% into thefe Collor:?g :Govcrnmem, and enlarging its Boundaries, {o
For taking away our Charters, abolifhing our moft valuable Laws, and altering fundamentally the Forms of our Governments :
Fox fufpending our own Legiflatures, and declaring themfelves invefted with Power to legiflate for us in all Cafes whatfoever : 7
He has abdicated Goyernfent here, by declaring us out of his Protection agd waging War againft us. ;
He has plundered our Seas, ravaged our Coafts, burnt our Towns, and deftroyed the Lives of our Pcoile. e -
He is, at this Time, tranfporting large Armies of foreign Mercenaries to compleat the Works of Death, Defolati i .
cumftances of Cruelty and Perfidy, fcarcely paralleled in the moft barbarous Ages, and totally unworthy the H;ﬁ?()l{g?;;:}ﬁlg rl?ll:i)éna}rﬂady begun with cir-
He has conftrained our fellow Citizens taken Captive on the high Seas to bear Arms againit their Country, to b e 2 s
Brethren, or to fall themfelves by their Hands. & 7¥» to become the Executioners of their Friends and
H & has excited domeftic Infurre@ions amongft us, and has endeavoured to bring on the Tnhabitants of our Fronti i i
known Rule of Warfare, is an undiftinguithed Deftruétion, of all Ages, Sexes and Conditions. rontiers,  the mercilefs Indian Savages, whofe
In every ftage of thefe Oppreffions we have Petitioned for Redrefs in the moft humble Terms : Our repeated Petiti A
ed Injury. A Prince, whofe Charatter is thus marked by every a& which may define a Tyrant, is unfit to beplhc Rulcz:rl o?'nas[]':::‘}:Ege‘?;nﬁ"md only by repeat-
NoR have we been wanting in Attentions to our Britith Brethren. We have warned them from Time to Time of Attempts b théir T.esillat
unwarrantable Jurifdiction overus. We have reminded them of the Circumftances of our Emigration and Settlement here, chhavc a )-i] dum tolcx_tc:;d -
Juftice and Magnanimity, and we have conjured them by the Ties of common Kindred to difavow thefe Ufurpations, which, would if\fviat:bl SOt
Connections and Correfpondence.  They too have been deaf to the Voice of Juftice and of Confanguinity. We muit, therefore, ac uiefce in tl \"z, il s
denonnces our Separation, and hold them, as we hold the reft of Mankind, Encmies in War, in Peace, Friends. it Shatycectty, Wich
W, therefore, the Reprefentatives of the UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, in Gexe :
ealing to the Supreme Judge of the World for the Reétitude of our Intentions,do, in the Name, and by Authority ofkt}?c;ocg Opioc l’: ’°; S}” ,.Aﬁré"i‘b]"f“' AR
chnly Publith and Declare, That thefe United Colonies are, and of Right ought to be, FRe® aAnD INDEPENDENT § 11:11\ T ; = 1 e i
abfolved from all Allegiance to the Britith Crown, and that all political Congection between them and the State of Great-Brjtaip,, is and oz ;,' ‘l‘ﬂ: ‘h:}' iy
folved ; andthatas FREE AND INDEPENDENT ST aTEs, theyhavefull Power to levy War, conclude Pczcc?'.cbmra{tu%\l]t"m E tcm.ly‘(l]“._
Commerce, and to doall other AG®sand Things which INDEPENDENT STATES mayof right do. And for the fupport of this D mlnc.esv, Bl
firt Reliance on the Protection of divine Providence, we mutually pledge tocach other our Lives, our Fortunes, and our facred xﬂg,wr A COamton, Watlr

furpations, all

Signed by ORDER and in BEnALF of the CoNGRESsS,
S JOHN HANCOCK, PrRESIDENT.

CHARLES THOMSON, SEcRETARY.

Puiraperenia: Printed 8y Jonw Dvuwxiar,
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HEN in the Courfe of human Events, it becomes neceffary for one People to diffolve the Politi :
2 ’ ] . o
lv\;“h I?Otél:;, m:d] lohaﬂume ;mong ;{\c{?zwcrs }?f (;he Earth, the charx;te and equal Stal:iono :gci}ll?i::?ldstxeh }_C,;lwhl(‘;; cér;:;:’zu:;;mg}
at tle them, 2 t ini i : LAwg
z t::tsscpa_mggnl, c them ecent Refpect to the Opinions of Mankind requires that they fhould declare the caufes which impel them
We hold thefe Truths to be felf-evident, that all Men are created equal, that th i . s
) unali’eqable R.ig!m, that among thefe are Life, Liberty, and the Purfuit Efgl_lippincfs— -e{_ha;‘e t(ffco\:‘r):dthl:}:: ;{);c.;}i‘cr?mr with certain
inflitated among ‘Men, deriving their juft Powers from the Confent of the Governed, that whenever any Form of Government becom Z’ Srovernments are
Ends, it is ll'{: Right of the People to alter or to abc'nliﬂ) it, and to inflitute new Government, laying its Foundation on ﬁlChcl(;O.HI?F ] eftructive of _mf:(c
its Powers in fuch Form, as to them fhall feem moft likely to effect their Safety and Happinefs. Prudence, indeed, will dictat th"n(tllp i .
mb'li{hcd thould not be char}gcd for light and tranfient Caufes; and accordingly all Experience hath fhewn, that M’:mkind are nioma:jﬁm&'pn long ef-
Tovils are fufferable, than to right themfelves by abolithing the Forms to which they are accuftomed. But when a long Train of Abuf ifpofed to h_xffcr, while
ing invariably the fame Objed, evinces a Defign to reduce them under abfolute Defpotifm, it is their Right, it is lhgir D-ul = tl;\ cs andR_U{urpauons, purfu-
and to provide new Guards for their future Security, Such has been the patient Sufferance of thefe Colu‘;ics; and ﬁxdﬁw th "\‘"W‘O(r (uch'GmLxmcpt‘
them to alter their former Syftems of Government. The Hiftory of the prefent King of Great-Britain is a Hiftory of re :ltcd llc_s fﬁc ity which conftrains
having in direct Object the Eftablihment of an abfolute Tyranny over thefe States.  To prove this, let Falts be fubmitted to E d'dn'\ll\lfrM b
He has refufed his Affent to Laws, the moft wholefome and neceffary for the public Good. Yol 2 FRAD el
Hr has forbidden his Governors to pafs Laws of immediate and prefling Importance, unlefs fufpended i : K Sy i
and when fo fufpended, he has utterly ncslc&ed to attend to them. 5 et e Operation till his Affent fhould be obtained 3
He has refufcd to pafs other Laws for the Accommodation of large Diftri@s of People, unlefs thofe Peopl inqui : Mg
the Legiflaturz, a Right ineftimable to them, and formidable to Tyrants only. : ¢ People would relinguith the Right of Reprefentation in
He has called together Legiflative Bodies at Places unufual, uncomfortable, and diftant from the Depofi i y
fatiguing them into Compliance with his Meafures. epofitory of their public Records, for the fole Purpofe of
He has diffolved Reprefentative Houfes repeatedly, for oppofing with manly Firmnefs his Invafions on the Ri
He has refufed for a long Time, after fuch Diffolutions, to caufe others to be elected ; whereby the chilfati\:gh}:i:irl?ci}:’)szl%le f Annihilati
tarned to the People at large for their exercife; the Statc remaining in the mean time expofed to all the Dangers of Invafion f.rom “}’:;thou:’ andnnCl i ?r;?n, hn‘;c re-
He has endeavoured to prevent the Population of thefe States ; for that Purpofe obftructing the Laws for Naturalization of Foreigne y £ “onvulfions within,
to encourage their Migrations hither, and raifing the Conditions of new Appropriations of Lands. gners; refufing to pafs others
He has obftruéted the Adminiftration of Juftice, by refufing his Affent to Laws for eftablithing Judiciary Powers
He has made Judges dependent on his Will alone, for the Tenure of their Offices, and the Amount and Paymcnt. of their Salaries
He has ereéted a Multitude of new Offices, and lent hither Swarms of Officers to harrafs our People, and eat out their Sub}h;l [
He has kept among us, in Times of Peace, Standing Armies, without the confent of our Legiflatures, i
Hg has affected to render the Military independent of and fuperior to the Civil Power,
He has combined with others to fubject us to a Jurifdi&ion foreign to our Conftitution, and . A . . i
chmaded Lagllision’ ) J g itution, and unacknowledged by our Laws ; giving his Afient to their A&s of
For guartering large Bodies of Armed Troops among us :
For protecting them, by a mock Trial, from Punithment for any Murders which they fhould commit on th i
For cutting off our Trade with all Parts of the World : dias mmit on the Inhabitants of thefe States :
For impofing Taxes on us without our Confent :
I'or depriving us, in many Cafes, of the Benefits of Trial by Jury :
For tranfporting us beyond Seas to be tried for pretended Offences :
For abolithing the free Syftem of Englifh Laws in a neighbouring Province, eftablifhing therein an arbitr; 3 e o
as to render it at once an Example and fit Inftrument for introducing the fame abfolute Rul% into thefe Co]lon‘ii:sy:gmmm and enlarging its Boundaries, fo
For taking away our Charters, abolifhing our moft valuable Laws, and altering fundamentally the Forms of our Governments :
Fox fufpending our own Legiflatures, and declaring themfelves invefted with Power to legiflate for us in all CuﬁnW
He has abdicated Governinent here, by declaring us out of his Proteétion agd waging War againft us. ;
He has plundered our Scas, ravaged our Coafts, burnt our Towns, and deftroyed the Lives of our People. e .
He is, at this Time, traniporting large Armies of foreign Mercenaries to compleat the Works of Death, Defolati ' .
cumftances of Cruelty and Perfidy, fcarcely paralleled in the moft barbarous Agcsp, and totally unworthy the Hc:;;{m:;;;;%%%ﬂﬂlrcady (g wish cle-
He has conftrained our fellow Citizens taken Captive on the high Seas to bear Arms againit their Country, to b Sl > .
Brethren, or to fall themfelves by their Hands. . Y» to become the Executioners of their Friends and
H & has excited domeftic Infurre@ions amongft us, and has endeavoured to bring on the Tnhabitants of our Fronti i i
known Rule of Warfare, is an undiftinguithed Deftruétion, of all Ages, Sexes and Conditions. tonticrs, - the mercile(s Tndian Savages, whofe
In every ftage of thefe Oppreffions we have Petitioned for Redrels in the moft humble Terms : Our repeated Petiti o
ed Injury.” A Prince, whofc Charatter is thus marked by every a& which may define a Tyrant, is unfitto beplhc Rulccl'l cly(f)'nas}:::cf’tc)zc:l‘:m“eud Shly by tepeats
NoRr have we been wanting in Attentions to our Britith Brethren, We have warned them from Time to Time of Attempts b ghé;r L»« iflat
unwarrantable JurifdiGtion over us. We have reminded them of the Circumfances of our Emigration and Settlement here. chh;“,-e a ,'ge,l dure ‘olc’ft°"d o
Juftice and Magnanimity, and we have coniured them by the Ties of common Kindred to difavow thefe Ufurpations, which, would if:gvi"t:bl to. their- native
Connettions and Correfpondence. They too have been deaf to the Voice of Juftice and of Confanguinity. We mutt, therefore, acquiefce in tl \)I, she
denonnces our Separation, and hold them, as we hold the reft of Mankind, Enemics in War, in Peace, Friends. iy 1¢ INeceflity, which
W, therefore, the Reprefentatives of the UNITED STATES OF AMERIC A, in Gener .
*ac.ﬂing to the Supreme Judge of the World for the Reétitude of our Intentions,do, in the Name, and by Authority of t}?e;oocd OPZOG )5 r;; lsf, Xﬁtﬁn?b‘f“’ #i
emnly Publith and Declere, That thefe United Colonies are, and of Right ought to be, FRex AND INDEPENDENT § 1F“A T L:c 1 P
abfolved from all Allegiance to the Britith Crown, and that all political Contection between them and the State of Great-Buitaip,y is and ol R they are
folved ; and thatas FRE® AND INDEPENDENT ST ATES, they havefull Power to levy War, conclude PC-‘-CCP’.cﬁn(raﬂ "%u{‘m = “““‘l>""l]“,'
Commerce, and to doall other A@sand Things which INDEPENDENT STATES may of rightdo. And for the fupport of this D L,llnc_cs? Slablifh
firm Reliance on the Prote¢tion of divine Providence, we mutually pledge tocach other our Lives, our Fortunes, and our facred Iggnor 18 Declaration, with a

furpations, all

Signed by ORDER and in BEnaALF of the CoNGRESsS,
T JOHN HANCOCK, PrREsSIDENT.
TTES

A E :
CHARLES THOMSON, SECcRETARY.
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HEN in the Courfe of human Events, it becomes neceffary for one People to diffolve the Politi :
1v\s:ith ar’no:é:;;, ar:d’ tohaffume :lmong ;{he{!’c{:}wm :f (;he Earth, the fcpar;;te and equal ':}tal::ionO ;gci}/lﬁac?idst‘}:: f?wls“:; cl%:?:fzec:r::]im:;‘
at tle them, a decent ini i :
z t:?ssepam;:nl, e them ecent Refpect to the Opinions of Mankind requires that they fhould declare the caufes which impel them
We hold thefe Truths to be felf-evident, that all Men are created equal, that th i 2 g
) unalifrr}able R_ig!m, that among thefe are Life, Liberty, and the Purfuit o? Happinefs— -e{'ha;te t:;scos‘r)ghsz: ][{)i?lrngm({ml-’ iy
1:alhmte.:? among -Men, deriving their jult Powers from the Confent of the Governed, that whenever any Form of Government becomes d 1}J°‘rf.rf’mcms ars
Ends, it is the Right of the People to alter or to abolifh it, and to infitute new Government, laying its Foundation on fuch Princi ]c ructive of “}’F{‘v‘
its Powers in fuch Form, as to them fhall feem moft likely to effect their Safety and Happinefs. Prudence, indeed, will diﬂ‘a‘(-e th"ngP 7 S oning
mb'lithcd thould not be char_\gcd for light and tranfient Caufes; and accordingly all Experience hath fhewn, that M’:mkind are nlorc’:j.r()\;::inlncfxts long ef-
Tovils are fufferable, than to right them/elves by abolithing the Forms to which they are accuftomed. But when a long Train of Abuf ifpofed to h_xffcr, while
ing invariably the fame Objed, evinces a Defign to reduce them under abfolute Defpotifm, it is their Right, it is (hgir D-ul to t\;l cs ﬂndR_U{urpauons, purfu-
and to provide new Guards for their future Security, Such has been the patient Sufferance of thefe Colo‘;ics; and fuch is r}::)w th r‘:}w oﬂ' S oo
them to alter their former Syftems of Government. The Hiftory of the prefent King of Great-Britain is a Hiftory of repeated l‘c-* cfc ity which conftrains
having in diret Objet the Eftablithment of an abfolute Tyranny over thefe States. To prove this, let Facts be fubmitted to E d'dn{l\ler i i
He has refufed his Affent to Laws, the moft wholefome and neceffary for the public Good. T orld,
Hr has forbidden his Governors to pafs Laws of immediate and prefling Importance, unlefs fufpended i i son-oil ki 2
and when fo fufpended, he has utterly ne Jected to attend to them. s pended in their Operation till his Affent thould be obtained 3
Hr has refufed to pafs other Laws for the Accommodation of large Diftricts of People, unlefs thofe Peopl inqui : .
the Legiflaturz, a Right ineftimable to them, and formidable to Tyrants only. * ¢ People would relinquith the Right of Reprefentation in
He has called together Legiflative Bodies at Places unufual, uncomfortable, and diftant from the Depofi i y
fatiguing them into Compliance with his Meafures. epofitory of their public Records, for the fole Purpofe of
He has diffolved Reprefentative Houles repeatedly, for oppofing with manly Firmnefs his Invafions on the Ri
He has refufed for a long Time, after fuch Diffolutions, to caufe others to be elected ; whereby the Legiifati\:ghl:i:vfc.rl?ciixpﬁ;le f Annihilati
tarned to the People at large for their exercife; the Statc remaining in the mean time expofed to all the Dangers of Invafion f.rom ‘I\gthou:’ anx;mCl i iﬂ;?n, hn‘;c re=
He has endeavoured to prevent the Population of thefe States ; for that Purpofe obftructing the Laws for Naturalization of Forcigne y £ “onvulfions within,
to encourage their Migrations hither, and raifing the Conditions of new Appropriations of Lands. gners; refufing to pafs others
He has obftructed the Adminiftration of Juftice, by refufing his Affent to Laws for eftablithing Judiciary Powers
He has made Judges dependent on his Will alone, for the Tenure of their Offices, and the Amount and Paymcnt. of their Salaries
He has ereéted a Multitude of new Offices, and lent hither Swarms of Officers to harrafs our People, and eat out their Sub}h;l i
He has kept among us, in Times of Peace, Standing Armies, without the confent of our Legiflatures, i
He has affected to render the Military independent of and fuperior to the Civil Power,
He has combined with others to fubject us to a Jurifdi&ion foreign to our Conftitution, and . s . i
pretended Legiflation : ; ] £ itution, and unacknowledged by our Laws; giving his Affent to their AQs of
For quartering large Bodies of Armed Troops among us :
For prote@ing them, by a mock Trial, from Punifhment for any Murders which they fhould commit on th i
For cutting off our“Trade with all Parts of the World : Z it on the Inhabitants of‘thefe States :
For impofing Taxes on us without our Confent :
I'or depriving us, in many Cafes, of the Benefits of Trial by Jury :
For tranfporting us beyond Seas to be tried for pretended Offences :
For abolithing the free Syftem of Englith Laws in a neighbouring Province, eftablifhing therein an arbitr. S o
as to render it at once an Example and fit Inftrument for introducing the fame abfolute Rulic; into thefe Co]lon‘ii:t-sy :Govcrnmem, and enlarging its Boundaries, fo
For taking away our Charters, abolifhing our moft valuable Laws, and altering fundamentally the Forms of our Governments :
Fox fufpending our own Legiflatures, and declaring themfelves invefted with Power to legiflate for us in all Cafes whatfoever : p
He has abdicated Governfnent here, by declaring us out of his Proteétion afd waging War againft us. ;
He has plundered our Seas, ravaged our Coafts, burnt our Towns, and deftroyed the Lives of our People. - -
He is, at this Time, tranfporting large Armies of foreign Mercenaries to compleat the Works of Death, Defolati ; -
cumftances of Cruelty and Perfidy, fcarcely paralleled in the moft barbarous Agcsp, and totally unworthy the Hc:dqolfo:’cia:‘i;ibzg rI::Ir;l:i)c;na‘rmdy begun with cir-
He has conftrained our fellow Citizens taken Captive on the high Seas to bear Arms againit their Country, to b oo : .
Brethren, or to fall themfelves by their Hands. . y» to become the Executioncrs of their Friends and
H & has excited domeftic Infurre@ions amongft us, and has endeavoured to bring on the Tnhabitants of our Fronti i :
known Rule of Warfare, is an undiftinguithed Deftruétion, of all Ages, Sexes and Conditions. ronticrs, the mercilefs Indian Savages, whofe
In every ftage of thefe Oppreffions we have Petitioned for Redrefs in the moft humble Terms : Our repeated Petiti v
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unwarrantable Jurifdiction overus. We have reminded them of the Circum(ances of our Emigration and Settlement here, chhzwc 2 ;ge,l dure ‘olc’ftc"d a
Juftice and Magnanimity, and we have coniured them by the Ties of common Kindred to difavow thefe Ufurpations, which, would if:gviat:bl i i
Connections and Correfpondence.  They too have been deaf to the Voice of Juitice and of Confanguinity. We muit, therefore, ac uiefce in tl \"1, itk s
denonnces our Separation, and hold them, as we hold the reft of Mankind, Enemics in War, in Peace, Friends. i 1¢ INeceflity, which
W, thereforc, the Reprefentatives of the UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, in Gexe
Fc.ﬂing to the Supreme Judge of the World for the Reétitude of our Intentions,do, in the Name, and by Authority oth}?c;oocd OPZOG )i Eo; ls}’, Iﬁfrén;bhfd' #i
emnly Publith and Declare, That thefe United Colonies are, and of Right ought to be, FrRez Anp INDEPENDENT § 1P“A T c'c 1 e
abfolved from all Allegiance to the Britith Crown, and that all political Congfection between them and the State of Great-Bitaip, is and oz Sh' ‘lmf v‘h:)' are
folved ; andthatas FREE AND INDEPENDENT STATES, they have full Power to levy War, conclude PCIlCC?’.Cﬁmraﬂ “illt,“" e ‘\‘":}1)'-"1“{-
Commerce, and to doall other A@sand Things which INDEPENDENT STATES mayofrightdo. And for the ot afthin D "llnc_cs.’ eftablith
firmn Reliance on the Protection of divine Providence, we mutually pledge tocach other our Lives, our Fortunes, and our facred lggnor 18 Declaration, with a
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HEN in the Courfe of human Events, it becomes neceffary for one People to diffolve the Politi :
1v\gith ar’no:é:;;, ar:d1 tohaffume :lmong ;{l&e{?zwcrs :f (;he Earth, the fcpar;;te and equal Stal:io,,o :)'C:ﬂl }I,iiacx;lds‘;]veh}_c’;lwhn:; clz:r:::’ze(: n([lixc(r;;
at tle them, a decent ini i : Laws
z t:?ssepam;:nl, ¢ them ecent Refpect to the Opinions of Mankind requires that they fhould declare the caufes which impel them
We hold thefe Truths to be felf-evident, that all Men are created equal, that th i . s
) unalienable Rights, that among thefe are Life, Liberty, and the Purfuit o? Happinefs— .e{‘ha;: nffco::ﬁhs}; ;{)ic.;}l;tgm({mf with certain
1:alhmte.:? among -Men, deriving their jult Powers from the Confent of the Governed, that whenever any Form of Government becomes d 1}J°‘rf.rf’mcms ars
Ends, it is the Right of the People to alter or to abolifh it, and to infitute new Government, laying its Foundation on fuch Princi ]c ructive of “}’F{‘v‘
its Powers in fuch Form, as to them fhall feem moft likely to effect their Safety and Happinefs. Prudence, indeed, will diﬂ‘a‘(-e th"ngP 7 S oning
mb'lithcd thould not be char_\gcd for light and tranfient Caufes; and accordingly all Experience hath fhewn, that M’:mkind are nlorc’:j.r()\;::inlncfxts long ef-
Tovils are fufferable, than to right them/elves by abolithing the Forms to which they are accuftomed. But when a long Train of Abuf ifpofed to h_xffcr, while
ing invariably the fame Objeét, evinces a Defign to reduce them under abfolute Defpotifm, it is their Right, it is (hfi, D-ul to t\;‘ = andR_Ufurpaugns, purfu-
and to provide new Guards for their future Security, Such has been the patient Sufferance of thefe Colo‘;ics; and fuch is r}::)w th r‘:}w oﬂ' S oo
them to alter their former Syftems of Government. The Hiftory of the prefent King of Great-Britain is a Hiftory of repeated l‘c-* cfc ity which conftrains
having in diret Objet the Eftablithment of an abfolute Tyranny over thefe States. To prove this, let Facts be fubmitted to E d'dn{l\ler i i
He has refufed his Affent to Laws, the moft wholefome and neceffary for the public Good. T orld,
Hr has forbidden his Governors to pafs Laws of immediate and prefling Importance, unlefs fufpended i i son-oil ki 2
and when fo fufpended, he has utterly ﬂcﬁ:‘&ed to attend to them. g pended in their Operation till his Affent thould be obtained 3
Hr has refufed to pafs other Laws for the Accommodation of large Diftricts of People, unlefs thofe Peopl inqui : .
the Legiflaturz, a Right ineftimable to them, and formidable to Tyrants only. * ¢ People would relinquith the Right of Reprefentation in
He has called together Legiflative Bodies at Places unufual, uncomfortable, and diftant from the Depofi i y
fatiguing them into Compliance with his Meafures. epofitory of their public Records, for the fole Purpofe of
He has diffolved Reprefentative Houles repeatedly, for oppofing with manly Firmnefs his Invafions on the Ri
He has refufed for a long Time, after fuch Diffolutions, to caufe others to be elected ; whereby the Legiifati\:ghl:i:vfc.rl?ciixpﬁ;le f Annihilati
turned to the People at large for their exercife; the Statc remaining in the mean time expoled to all the Dangers of Invafion from ‘I\gthou:’ anx;mCl i iﬂ;?n, have re-
He has endeavoured to prevent the Population of thefe States ; for that Purpofe obftructing the Laws for Naturalization of Foreigne 3 ref ity ha
to encourage their Migrations hither, and raifing the Conditions of new Appropriations of Lands. gners; refufing to pafs others
He has obftruéted the Adminiftration of Juftice, by refufing his Affent to Laws for eftablithing Judiciary Powers
He has made Judges dependent on his Will alone, for the Tenure of their Offices, and the Amount and Paymcnt.of their Salaries
He has ereéted a Multitude of new Offices, and lent hither Swarms of Officers to harrafs our People, and eat out their Sub}h;l i
He has kept among us, in Times of Peace, Standing Armies, without the confent of our Legiflatures, i
He has affected to render the Military independent of and fuperior to the Civil Power,
He has combined with others to fubject us to a Jurifdi&ion foreign to our Conftitution, and . s . i
chmaded Lagllision’ ) J g itution, and unacknowledged by our Laws ; giving his Afient to their A&s of
For quartering large Bodies of Armed Troops among us :
For prote@ing them, by a mock Trial, from Punifhment for any Murders which they fhould commit on th i
For cutting off our“Trade with all Parts of the World : Z it on the Inhabitants of‘thefe States :
For impofing Taxes on us without our Confent :
I'or depriving us, in many Cafes, of the Benefits of Trial by Jury :
For tranfporting us beyond Seas to be tried for pretended Offences :
For abolithing the free Syftem of Englith Laws in a neighbouring Province, eftablifhing therein an arbitr. S o
as to render it at once an Example and fit Inftrument for introducing the fame abfolute Rulic; into thefe Co]lon‘ii:t-sy :Govcrnmem, and enlarging its Boundaries, fo
For taking away our Charters, abolifhing our moft valuable Laws, and altering fundamentally the Forms of our Governments :
Fox fufpending our own Legiflatures, and declaring themfelves invefted with Power to legiflate for us in all Cafes whatfoever : p
He has abdicated Governfnent here, by declaring us out of his Proteétion afd waging War againft us. ;
He has plundered our Seas, ravaged our Coafts, burnt our Towns, and deftroyed the Lives of our People. - -
He is, at this Time, tranfporting large Armies of foreign Mercenaries to compleat the Works of Death, Defolati ; -
cumftances of Cruelty and Perfidy, fcarcely paralleled in the moft barbarous Agcsp, and totally unworthy the Hc:dqolfo:’cia:‘i;ibzg rI::Ir;l:i)c;na‘rmdy begun with cir-
He has conftrained our fellow Citizens taken Captive on the high Seas to bear Arms againit their Country, to b oo : .
Brethren, or to fall themfelves by their Hands. . y» to become the Executioncrs of their Friends and
H & has excited domeftic Infurre@ions amongft us, and has endeavoured to bring on the Tnhabitants of our Fronti i :
known Rule of Warfare, is an undiftinguithed Deftruétion, of all Ages, Sexes and Conditions. ronticrs, the mercilefs Indian Savages, whofe
In every ftage of thefe Oppreffions we have Petitioned for Redrefs in the moft humble Terms : Our repeated Petiti v
ed Injury. A Prince, whofe Characer is thus marked by every a& which may define a Tyrant, is unfit to bepfhc Rulccr‘ cly((,'n:}:::‘}:E?,?cam“em only by repeat-
NoRr have we been wanting in Attentions to our Britith Brethren, We have warned them from Time to Time of Attempts b ghé;r L»« iflat
unwarrantable Jurifdiction overus. We have reminded them of the Circum(ances of our Emigration and Settlement here, chhzwc 2 ;ge,l dure ‘olc’ftc"d a
Juftice and Magnanimity, and we have coniured them by the Ties of common Kindred to difavow thefe Ufurpations, which, would if:gviat:bl i i
Connections and Correfpondence.  They too have been deaf to the Voice of Juitice and of Confanguinity. We muit, therefore, ac uiefce in tl \"1, itk s
denonnces our Separation, and hold them, as we hold the reft of Mankind, Enemics in War, in Peace, Friends. i 1¢ INeceflity, which
W, thereforc, the Reprefentatives of the UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, in Gexe
Fc.ﬂing to the Supreme Judge of the World for the Reétitude of our Intentions,do, in the Name, and by Authority oth}?c;oocd OPZOG )i Eo; ls}’, Iﬁfrén;bhfd' #i
emnly Publith and Declare, That thefe United Colonies are, and of Right ought to be, FrRez Anp INDEPENDENT § 1P“A T c'c 1 e
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Connections and Correfpondence.  They too have been deaf to the Voice of Juitice and of Confanguinity. We muit, therefore, ac uiefce in tl \"1, itk s
denonnces our Separation, and hold them, as we hold the reft of Mankind, Enemics in War, in Peace, Friends. i 1¢ INeceflity, which
W, thereforc, the Reprefentatives of the UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, in Gexe
Fc.ﬂing to the Supreme Judge of the World for the Reétitude of our Intentions,do, in the Name, and by Authority oth}?c;oocd OPZOG )i Eo; ls}’, Iﬁfrén;bhfd' #i
emnly Publith and Declare, That thefe United Colonies are, and of Right ought to be, FrRez Anp INDEPENDENT § 1P“A T c'c 1 e
abfolved from all Allegiance to the Britith Crown, and that all political Congfection between them and the State of Great-Bitaip, is and oz Sh' ‘lmf v‘h:)' are
folved ; andthatas FREE AND INDEPENDENT STATES, they have full Power to levy War, conclude PCIlCC?’.Cﬁmraﬂ “illt,“" e ‘\‘":}1)'-"1“{-
Commerce, and to doall other A@sand Things which INDEPENDENT STATES mayofrightdo. And for the ot afthin D "llnc_cs.’ eftablith
firmn Reliance on the Protection of divine Providence, we mutually pledge tocach other our Lives, our Fortunes, and our facred lggnor 18 Declaration, with a

furpations, all

Signed by ORDER and in BEnaALF of the CoNGRESsS,
T JOHN HANCOCK, PrREsSIDENT.
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A E e
CHARLES THOMSON, SECcRETARY.
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HEN in the Courfe of human Events, it becomes neceffary for one People to diffolve the Politi :
1v\s:ith ar’no:é:;;, ar:d’ tohaffume :lmong ;{he{!’c{:}wm :f (;he Earth, the fcpar;;te and equal ':}tal::ionO ;gci}/lﬁac?idst‘}:: f?wls“:; cl%:?:fzec:r::]im:;‘
at tle them, a decent ini i :
z t:?ssepam;:nl, e them ecent Refpect to the Opinions of Mankind requires that they fhould declare the caufes which impel them
We hold thefe Truths to be felf-evident, that all Men are created equal, that th i . s
) unalifrr}able R_ig!m, that among thefe are Life, Liberty, and the Purfuit o? Happinefs— -e{'ha;te t:;scos‘r)ghsz: ][{)i?lrngm({ml-’ iy
1:alhmte.:? among -Men, deriving their jult Powers from the Confent of the Governed, that whenever any Form of Government becomes d 1}J°‘rf.rf’mcms ars
Ends, it is the Right of the People to alter or to abolifh it, and to infitute new Government, laying its Foundation on fuch Princi ]c ructive of “}’F{‘v‘
its Powers in fuch Form, as to them fhall feem moft likely to effect their Safety and Happinefs. Prudence, indeed, will diﬂ‘a‘(-e th"ngP 7 S oning
mb'lithcd thould not be char_\gcd for light and tranfient Caufes; and accordingly all Experience hath fhewn, that M’:mkind are nlorc’:j.r()\;::inlncfxts long ef-
Tovils are fufferable, than to right them/elves by abolithing the Forms to which they are accuftomed. But when a long Train of Abuf ifpofed to h_xffcr, while
ing invariably the fame Objeét, evinces a Defign to reduce them under abfolute Defpotifm, it is their Right, it is (hfi, D-ul to t\;‘ = andR_Ufurpaugns, purfu-
and to provide new Guards for their future Security, Such has been the patient Sufferance of thefe Colo‘;ics; and fuch is r}::)w th r‘:}w oﬂ' S oo
them to alter their former Syftems of Government. The Hiftory of the prefent King of Great-Britain is a Hiftory of repeated l‘c-* cfc ity which conftrains
having in diret Objet the Eftablithment of an abfolute Tyranny over thefe States. To prove this, let Facts be fubmitted to E d'dn{l\ler i i
He has refufed his Affent to Laws, the moft wholefome and neceffary for the public Good. T orld,
Hr has forbidden his Governors to pafs Laws of immediate and prefling Importance, unlefs fufpended i i son-oil ki 2
and when fo fufpended, he has utterly ne Jected to attend to them. s pended in their Operation till his Affent thould be obtained 3
Hr has refufed to pafs other Laws for the Accommodation of large Diftricts of People, unlefs thofe Peopl inqui : .
the Legiflaturz, a Right ineftimable to them, and formidable to Tyrants only. * ¢ People would relinquith the Right of Reprefentation in
He has called together Legiflative Bodies at Places unufual, uncomfortable, and diftant from the Depofi i y
fatiguing them into Compliance with his Meafures. epofitory of their public Records, for the fole Purpofe of
He has diffolved Reprefentative Houles repeatedly, for oppofing with manly Firmnefs his Invafions on the Ri
He has refufed for a long Time, after fuch Diffolutions, to caufe others to be elected ; whereby the Legiifati\:ghl:i:vfc.rl?ciixpﬁ;le f Annihilati
tarned to the People at large for their exercife; the Statc remaining in the mean time expofed to all the Dangers of Invafion f.rom ‘I\gthou:’ anx;mCl i iﬂ;?n, hn‘;c re=
He has endeavoured to prevent the Population of thefe States ; for that Purpofe obftructing the Laws for Naturalization of Foreigne y £ “onvulfions within,
to encourage their Migrations hither, and raifing the Conditions of new Appropriations of Lands. gners; refufing to pafs others
He has obftructed the Adminiftration of Juftice, by refufing his Affent to Laws for eftablithing Judiciary Powers
He has made Judges dependent on his Will alone, for the Tenure of their Offices, and the Amount and Paymcnt. of their Salaries
He has ereéted a Multitude of new Offices, and lent hither Swarms of Officers to harrafs our People, and eat out their Sub}h;l i
He has kept among us, in Times of Peace, Standing Armies, without the confent of our Legiflatures, i
He has affected to render the Military independent of and fuperior to the Civil Power,
He has combined with others to fubject us to a Jurifdi&ion foreign to our Conftitution, and . s . i
chmaded Lagllision’ ) J g itution, and unacknowledged by our Laws ; giving his Afient to their Ads of
For quartering large Bodies of Armed Troops among us :
For prote@ing them, by a mock Trial, from Punifhment for any Murders which they fhould commit on th i
For cutting off our“Trade with all Parts of the World : Z it on the Inhabitants of‘thefe States :
For impofing Taxes on us without our Confent :
I'or depriving us, in many Cafes, of the Benefits of Trial by Jury :
For tranfporting us beyond Seas to be tried for pretended Offences :
For abolithing the free Syftem of Englith Laws in a neighbouring Province, eftablifhing therein an arbitr. S o
as to render it at once an Example and fit Inftrument for introducing the fame abfolute Rulic; into thefe Co]lon‘ii:t-sy :Govcrnmem, and enlarging its Boundaries, fo
For taking away our Charters, abolifhing our moft valuable Laws, and altering fundamentally the Forms of our Governments :
Fox fufpending our own Legiflatures, and declaring themfelves invefted with Power to legiflate for us in all Cafes whatfoever : p
He has abdicated Governfnent here, by declaring us out of his Proteétion afd waging War againft us. ;
He has plundered our Seas, ravaged our Coafts, burnt our Towns, and deftroyed the Lives of our People. - -
He is, at this Time, tranfporting large Armies of foreign Mercenaries to compleat the Works of Death, Defolati ; -
cumftances of Cruelty and Perfidy, fcarcely paralleled in the moft barbarous Agcsp, and totally unworthy the Hc:dqolfo:’cia:‘i;ibzg rI::Ir;l:i)c;na‘rmdy begun with cir-
He has conftrained our fellow Citizens taken Captive on the high Seas to bear Arms againit their Country, to b oo : .
Brethren, or to fall themfelves by their Hands. . y» to become the Executioncrs of their Friends and
H & has excited domeftic Infurre@ions amongft us, and has endeavoured to bring on the Tnhabitants of our Fronti i :
known Rule of Warfare, is an undiftinguithed Deftruétion, of all Ages, Sexes and Conditions. ronticrs, the mercilefs Indian Savages, whofe
In every ftage of thefe Oppreffions we have Petitioned for Redrefs in the moft humble Terms : Our repeated Petiti v
ed Injury. A Prince, whofe Characer is thus marked by every a& which may define a Tyrant, is unfit to bepfhc Rulccr‘ (')‘(’.n:}:::":r}c)zc:‘\can(“ercd only by repeat-
NoRr have we been wanting in Attentions to our Britith Brethren, We have warned them from Time to Time of Attempts b ghé;r L»« iflat
unwarrantable Jurifdiction overus. We have reminded them of the Circum(ances of our Emigration and Settlement here, chhzwc 2 ;ge,l dure ‘olc’ftc"d a
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known Rule of Warfare, is an undiftinguithed Deftruétion, of all Ages, Sexes and Conditions. ronticrs, the mercilefs Indian Savages, whofe
In every ftage of thefe Oppreffions we have Petitioned for Redrefs in the moft humble Terms : Our repeated Petiti v
ed Injury. A Prince, whofe Characer is thus marked by every a& which may define a Tyrant, is unfit to bepfhc Rulccr‘ (')‘(’.n:}:::":r}c)zc:‘\can(“ercd only by repeat-
NoRr have we been wanting in Attentions to our Britith Brethren, We have warned them from Time to Time of Attempts b ghé;r o iflat
unwarrantable Jurifdiction overus. We have reminded them of the Circum(ances of our Emigration and Settlement here, chhzwc 2 ;ge,l dure ‘olc’ftc"d a
Juftice and Magnanimity, and we have coniured them by the Ties of common Kindred to difavow thefe Ufurpations, which, would if:gviat:bl i i
Connections and Correfpondence.  They too have been deaf to the Voice of Juitice and of Confanguinity. We muit, therefore, ac uiefce in tl \"1, itk s
denonnces our Separation, and hold them, as we hold the reft of Mankind, Enemics in War, in Peace, Friends. i 1¢ INeceflity, which
W, thereforc, the Reprefentatives of the UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, in Gexe
Fc.ﬂing to the Supreme Judge of the World for the Reétitude of our Intentions,do, in the Name, and by Authority oth}?c;oocd OPZOG )i Eo; ls}’, Iﬁfrén;bhfd' #i
emnly Publith and Declare, That thefe United Colonies are, and of Right ought to be, FRez Anp INDEPENDENT § 1P“A T c'c 1 e
abfolved from all Allegiance to the Britith Crown, and that all political Condection between them and the State of Great-Britaip, is and oz he ‘lmf they nre
folved ; andthatas FREE AND INDEPENDENT STATES, they havefull Power to levy War, conclude PCIlCC?’.Cﬁmraﬂ “illt,“" e ‘\‘":}1)'-"1“{-
Commerce, and to doall other A@tsand Things whic NDEPENDENT STATES mayofrightdo. And for the Ganncit of this D mlnc_cs.’ eftablith
firmn Reliance on the Protection of divine Providence, we mutually pledge tocach other our Lives, our Fortunes, and our facred lggnor 18 Declaration, with a

furpations, all

Signed by ORDER and in BEnaALF of the CoNGRESsS,
T JOHN HANCOCK, PrREsSIDENT.
T ES

A E e
CHARLES THOMSON, SECcRETARY.
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HEN in the Courfe of human Events, it becomes neceffary for one People to diffolve the Politi :
1v\s:ith ar’no:é:;;, ar:d’ tohaffume :lmong ;{he{!’c{:}wm :f (;he Earth, the fcpar;;te and equal ':}tal::ionO ;gci}/lﬁac?idst‘}:: f?wls“:; cl%:?:fzec:r::]im:;‘
at tle them, a decent ini i :
z t:?ssepam;:nl, e them ecent Refpect to the Opinions of Mankind requires that they fhould declare the caufes which impel them
We hold thefe Truths to be felf-evident, that all Men are created equal, that th i . s
) unalifrr}able R_ig!m, that among thefe are Life, Liberty, and the Purfuit o? Happinefs— -e{'ha;te t:;scos‘r)ghsz: ][{)i?lrngm({ml-’ iy
1:alhmte.:? among -Men, deriving their jult Powers from the Confent of the Governed, that whenever any Form of Government becomes d 1}J°‘rf.rf’mcms ars
Ends, it is the Right of the People to alter or to abolifh it, and to infitute new Government, laying its Foundation on fuch Princi ]c ructive of “}’F{‘v‘
its Powers in fuch Form, as to them fhall feem moft likely to effect their Safety and Happinefs. Prudence, indeed, will diﬂ‘a‘(-e th"ngP 7 S oning
mb'lithcd thould not be char_\gcd for light and tranfient Caufes; and accordingly all Experience hath fhewn, that M’:mkind are nlorc’:j.r()\;::inlncfxts long ef-
Tovils are fufferable, than to right them/elves by abolithing the Forms to which they are accuftomed. But when a long Train of Abuf ifpofed to h_xffcr, while
ing invariably the fame Objeét, evinces a Defign to reduce them under abfolute Defpotifm, it is their Right, it is (hfi, D-ul to t\;‘ = andR_Ufurpaugns, purfu-
and to provide new Guards for their future Security, Such has been the patient Sufferance of thefe Colo‘;ics; and fuch is r}::)w th r‘:}w oﬂ' S oo
them to alter their former Syftems of Government. The Hiftory of the prefent King of Great-Britain is a Hiftory of repeated l‘c-* cfc ity which conftrains
having in diret Objet the Eftablithment of an abfolute Tyranny over thefe States. To prove this, let Facts be fubmitted to E d'dn{l\ler i i
He has refufed his Affent to Laws, the moft wholefome and neceffary for the public Good. T orld,
Hr has forbidden his Governors to pafs Laws of immediate and prefling Importance, unlefs fufpended i i son-oil ki 2
and when fo fufpended, he has utterly ne Jected to attend to them. s pended in their Operation till his Affent thould be obtained 3
Hr has refufed to pafs other Laws for the Accommodation of large Diftricts of People, unlefs thofe Peopl inqui : .
the Legiflaturz, a Right ineftimable to them, and formidable to Tyrants only. * ¢ People would relinquith the Right of Reprefentation in
He has called together Legiflative Bodies at Places unufual, uncomfortable, and diftant from the Depofi i y
fatiguing them into Compliance with his Meafures. epofitory of their public Records, for the fole Purpofe of
He has diffolved Reprefentative Houles repeatedly, for oppofing with manly Firmnefs his Invafions on the Ri
He has refufed for a long Time, after fuch Diffolutions, to caufe others to be elected ; whereby the Legiifati\:ghl:i:vfc.rl?ciixpﬁ;le f Annihilati
tarned to the People at large for their exercife; the Statc remaining in the mean time expofed to all the Dangers of Invafion f.rom ‘I\gthou:’ anx;mCl i iﬂ;?n, hn‘;c re=
He has endeavoured to prevent the Population of thefe States ; for that Purpofe obftructing the Laws for Naturalization of Foreigne y £ “onvulfions within,
to encourage their Migrations hither, and raifing the Conditions of new Appropriations of Lands. gners; refufing to pafs others
He has obftructed the Adminiftration of Juftice, by refufing his Affent to Laws for eftablithing Judiciary Powers
He has made Judges dependent on his Will alone, for the Tenure of their Offices, and the Amount and Paymcnt. of their Salaries
He has ereéted a Multitude of new Offices, and lent hither Swarms of Officers to harrafs our People, and eat out their Sub}h;l i
He has kept among us, in Times of Peace, Standing Armies, without the confent of our Legiflatures, i
He has affected to render the Military independent of and fuperior to the Civil Power,
He has combined with others to fubject us to a Jurifdi&ion foreign to our Conftitution, and . s . i
chmaded Lagllision’ ) J g itution, and unacknowledged by our Laws ; giving his Afient to their Ads of
For quartering large Bodies of Armed Troops among us :
For prote@ing them, by a mock Trial, from Punifhment for any Murders which they fhould commit on th i
For cutting off our“Trade with all Parts of the World : Z it on the Inhabitants of‘thefe States :
For impofing Taxes on us without our Confent :
I'or depriving us, in many Cafes, of the Benefits of Trial by Jury :
For tranfporting us beyond Seas to be tried for pretended Offences :
For abolithing the free Syftem of Englith Laws in a neighbouring Province, eftablifhing therein an arbitr. S o
as to render it at once an Example and fit Inftrument for introducing the fame abfolute Rulic; into thefe Co]lon‘ii:t-sy :Govcrnmem, and enlarging its Boundaries, fo
For taking away our Charters, abolifhing our moft valuable Laws, and altering fundamentally the Forms of our Governments :
Fox fufpending our own Legiflatures, and declaring themfelves invefted with Power to legiflate for us in all Cafes whatfoever : p
He has abdicated Governfnent here, by declaring us out of his Proteétion afd waging War againft us. ;
He has plundered our Seas, ravaged our Coafts, burnt our Towns, and deftroyed the Lives of our People. - -
He is, at this Time, tranfporting large Armies of foreign Mercenaries to compleat the Works of Death, Defolati ; -
cumftances of Cruelty and Perfidy, fcarcely paralleled in the moft barbarous Agcsp, and totally unworthy the Hc:dqolfo:’cia:‘i;ibzg rI::Ir;l:i)c;na‘rmdy begun with cir-
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Fox fufpending our own Legiflatures, and declaring themfelves invefted with Power to legiflate for us in all Cafes whatfoever : p
He has abdicated Governfnent here, by declaring us out of his Proteétion afd waging War againft us. ;
He has plundered our Seas, ravaged our Coafts, burnt our Towns, and deftroyed the Lives of our People. - -
He is, at this Time, tranfporting large Armies of foreign Mercenaries to compleat the Works of Death, Defolati ; -
cumftances of Cruelty and Perfidy, fcarcely paralleled in the moft barbarous Agcsp, and totally unworthy the Hc:dqolfo:’cia:‘i;ibzg rI::Ir;l:i)c;na‘rmdy begun with cir-
He has conftrained our fellow Citizens taken Captive on the high Seas to bear Arms againit their Country, to b oo : .
Brethren, or to fall themfelves by their Hands. . y» to become the Executioncrs of their Friends and
H & has excited domeftic Infurre@ions amongft us, and has endeavoured to bring on the Tnhabitants of our Fronti i :
known Rule of Warfare, is an undiftinguithed Deftruétion, of all Ages, Sexes and Conditions. ronticrs, the mercilefs Indian Savages, whofe
In every ftage of thefe Oppreffions we have Petitioned for Redrefs in the moft humble Terms : Our repeated Petiti v
ed Injury. A Prince, whofe Characer is thus marked by every a& which may define a Tyrant, is unfit to bepfhc Rulccr‘ (')‘(’.n:}:::":r}c)zc:‘\can(“ercd only by repeat-
NoRr have we been wanting in Attentions to our Britith Brethren, We have warned them from Time to Time of Attempts b ghé;r L»« iflat
unwarrantable Jurifdiction overus. We have reminded them of the Circum(ances of our Emigration and Settlement here, chhzwc 2 ;ge,l dure ‘olc’ftc"d a
Juftice and Magnanimity, and we have coniured them by the Ties of common Kindred to difavow thefe Ufurpations, which, would if:gviat:bl i i
Connections and Correfpondence.  They too have been deaf to the Voice of Juitice and of Confanguinity. We muit, therefore, ac uiefce in tl \"1, itk s
denonnces our Separation, and hold them, as we hold the reft of Mankind, Enemics in War, in Peace, Friends. i 1¢ INeceflity, which
W, thereforc, the Reprefentatives of the UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, in Gexe
Fc.ﬂing to the Supreme Judge of the World for the Reétitude of our Intentions,do, in the Name, and by Authority oth}?c;oocd OPZOG )i Eo; ls}’, Iﬁfrén;bhfd' #i
emnly Publith and Declare, That thefe United Colonies are, and of Right ought to be, FrRez Anp INDEPENDENT § 1P“A T c'c 1 e
abfolved from all Allegiance to the Britith Crown, and that all political Congfection between them and the State of Great-Bitaip, is and oz Sh' ‘lmf v‘h:)' are
folved ; andthatas FREE AND INDEPENDENT STATES, they have full Power to levy War, conclude PCIlCC?’.Cﬁmraﬂ “illt,“" e ‘\‘":}1)'-"1“{-
Commerce, and to doall other A@sand Things which INDEPENDENT STATES mayofrightdo. And for the ot afthin D "llnc_cs.’ eftablith
firmn Reliance on the Protection of divine Providence, we mutually pledge tocach other our Lives, our Fortunes, and our facred lggnor 18 Declaration, with a

furpations, all

Signed by ORDER and in BEnaALF of the CoNGRESsS,
T JOHN HANCOCK, PrREsSIDENT.
T ES

A E e
CHARLES THOMSON, SECcRETARY.
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HEN in the Courfe of human Events, it becomes neceffary for one People to diffolve the Politi :
1v\s:ith ar’no:é:;;, ar:d’ tohaffume :lmong ;{he{!’c{:}wm :f (;he Earth, the fcpar;;te and equal ':}tal::ionO ;gci}/lﬁac?idst‘}:: f?wls“:; cl%:?:fzec:r::]im:;‘
at tle them, a decent ini i :
z t:?ssepam;:nl, e them ecent Refpect to the Opinions of Mankind requires that they fhould declare the caufes which impel them
We hold thefe Truths to be felf-evident, that all Men are created equal, that th i . s
) unalifrr}able R_ig!m, that among thefe are Life, Liberty, and the Purfuit o? Happinefs— -e{'ha;te t:;scos‘r)ghsz: ][{)i?lrngm({ml-’ iy
1:alhmte.:? among -Men, deriving their jult Powers from the Confent of the Governed, that whenever any Form of Government becomes d 1}J°‘rf.rf’mcms ars
Ends, it is the Right of the People to alter or to abolifh it, and to infitute new Government, laying its Foundation on fuch Princi ]c ructive of “}’F{‘v‘
its Powers in fuch Form, as to them fhall feem moft likely to effect their Safety and Happinefs. Prudence, indeed, will diﬂ‘a‘(-e th"ngP 7 S oning
mb'lithcd thould not be char_\gcd for light and tranfient Caufes; and accordingly all Experience hath fhewn, that M’:mkind are nlorc’:j.r()\;::inlncfxts long ef-
Tovils are fufferable, than to right them/elves by abolithing the Forms to which they are accuftomed. But when a long Train of Abuf ifpofed to h_xffcr, while
ing invariably the fame Objeét, evinces a Defign to reduce them under abfolute Defpotifm, it is their Right, it is (hfi, D-ul to t\;‘ = andR_Ufurpaugns, purfu-
and to provide new Guards for their future Security, Such has been the patient Sufferance of thefe Colo‘;ics; and fuch is r}::)w th r‘:}w oﬂ' S oo
them to alter their former Syftems of Government. The Hiftory of the prefent King of Great-Britain is a Hiftory of repeated l‘c-* cfc ity which conftrains
having in diret Objet the Eftablithment of an abfolute Tyranny over thefe States. To prove this, let Facts be fubmitted to E d'dn{l\ler i i
He has refufed his Affent to Laws, the moft wholefome and neceffary for the public Good. T orld,
Hr has forbidden his Governors to pafs Laws of immediate and prefling Importance, unlefs fufpended i i son-oil ki 2
and when fo fufpended, he has utterly ne Jected to attend to them. s pended in their Operation till his Affent thould be obtained 3
Hr has refufed to pafs other Laws for the Accommodation of large Diftricts of People, unlefs thofe Peopl inqui : .
the Legiflaturz, a Right ineftimable to them, and formidable to Tyrants only. * ¢ People would relinquith the Right of Reprefentation in
He has called together Legiflative Bodies at Places unufual, uncomfortable, and diftant from the Depofi i y
fatiguing them into Compliance with his Meafures. epofitory of their public Records, for the fole Purpofe of
He has diffolved Reprefentative Houles repeatedly, for oppofing with manly Firmnefs his Invafions on the Ri
He has refufed for a long Time, after fuch Diffolutions, to caufe others to be elected ; whereby the Legiifati\:ghl:i:vfc.rl?ciixpﬁ;le f Annihilati
tarned to the People at large for their exercife; the Statc remaining in the mean time expofed to all the Dangers of Invafion f.rom ‘I\gthou:’ anx;mCl i iﬂ;?n, hn‘;c re=
He has endeavoured to prevent the Population of thefe States ; for that Purpofe obftructing the Laws for Naturalization of Foreigne y £ “onvulfions within,
to encourage their Migrations hither, and raifing the Conditions of new Appropriations of Lands. gners; refufing to pafs others
He has obftructed the Adminiftration of Juftice, by refufing his Affent to Laws for eftablithing Judiciary Powers
He has made Judges dependent on his Will alone, for the Tenure of their Offices, and the Amount and Paymcnt. of their Salaries
He has ereéted a Multitude of new Offices, and lent hither Swarms of Officers to harrafs our People, and eat out their Sub}h;l i
He has kept among us, in Times of Peace, Standing Armies, without the confent of our Legiflatures, i
He has affected to render the Military independent of and fuperior to the Civil Power,
He has combined with others to fubject us to a Jurifdi&ion foreign to our Conftitution, and . s . i
chmaded Lagllision’ ) J g itution, and unacknowledged by our Laws ; giving his Afient to their Ads of
For quartering large Bodies of Armed Troops among us :
For prote@ing them, by a mock Trial, from Punifhment for any Murders which they fhould commit on th i
For cutting off our“Trade with all Parts of the World : Z it on the Inhabitants of‘thefe States :
For impofing Taxes on us without our Confent :
I'or depriving us, in many Cafes, of the Benefits of Trial by Jury :
For tranfporting us beyond Seas to be tried for pretended Offences :
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He has combined with others to fubject us to a Jurifdi&ion foreign to our Conftitution, and . s . i
chmaded Lagllision’ ) J g itution, and unacknowledged by our Laws ; giving his Afient to their Ads of
For quartering large Bodies of Armed Troops among us :
For prote@ing them, by a mock Trial, from Punifhment for any Murders which they fhould commit on th i
For cutting off our“Trade with all Parts of the World : Z it on the Inhabitants of‘thefe States :
For impofing Taxes on us without our Confent :
I'or depriving us, in many Cafes, of the Benefits of Trial by Jury :
For tranfporting us beyond Seas to be tried for pretended Offences :
For abolithing the free Syftem of Englith Laws in a neighbouring Province, eftablifhing therein an arbitr. S o
as to render it at once an Example and fit Inftrument for introducing the fame abfolute Rulic; into thefe Co]lon‘i‘:sy:g.mmm tnd enfarging ity Boundarles, 15
For taking away our Charters, abolifhing our moft valuable Laws, and altering fundamentally the Forms of our Governments :
Fox fufpending our own Legiflatures, and declaring themfelves invefted with Power to legiflate for us in all Cafes whatfoever :
He has abdicated Governfnent here, by declaring us out of his Proteétion add waging War againft us. ;
He has plundered our Seas, ravaged our Coafts, burnt our Towns, and deftroyed the Lives of our People. - .
He is, at this Time, tranfporting large Armies of foreign Mercenaries to compleat the Works of Death, Defolati ; -
cumftances of Cruelty and Perfidy, fcarcely paralleled in the moft barbarous Agcsp, and totally unworthy the Hc:dqolfo:’cia:‘i;ibzg rI::Ir;l:i)c;na‘rmdy begun with cir-
He has conftrained our fellow Citizens taken Captive on the high Seas to bear Arms againit their Country, to b oo : .
Brethren, or to fall themfelves by their Hands. & 7¥» to become the Executioners of their Friends and
H & has excited domeftic Infurre@ions amongft us, and has endeavoured to bring on the Tnhabitants of our Fronti i :
known Raule of Warfare, is an undiftinguithed Deftruction, of all Ages, Sexes and Conditions. ronticss, - the mercilefs Indian Savages, whofe
In every ftage of thefe Oppreffions we have Petitioned for Redrefs in the moft humble Terms : Our repeated Petiti v
ed Injury. A Prince, whofe Characer is thus marked by every a& which may define a Tyrant, is unfit to bepfhc Rulccr‘ cly((,'n:}:::‘}:E?,?cam“em only by repeat-
NoR have we been wanting in Attentions to our Britith Brethren. We have warned them from Time to Time of Attempts b théir Yoo iflat
unwarrantable Jurifdiction overus. We have reminded them of the Circum(ances of our Emigration and Settlement here, chhavc a ,'ge,l dure ‘olc’ftc"d a
Juftice and Magnanimity, and we have coniured them by the Ties of common Kindred to difavow thefe Ufurpations, which, would if:gviat:bl i i
Connections and Correfpondence.  They too have been deaf to the Voice of Juitice and of Confanguinity. We muit, therefore, ac uiefce in tl \"1, itk s
denonnces our Separation, and hold them, as we hold the reft of Mankind, Enemics in War, in Peace, Friends. i 1¢ INeceflity, which
W, thereforc, the Reprefentatives of the UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, in Gexe
Fc.ﬂing to the Supreme Judge of the World for the Reétitude of our Intentions,do, in the Name, and by Authority oth}?c;oocd OPZOG )i Eo; ls}’, Iﬁfrén;bhfd' #i
emnly Publith and Declare, That thefe United Colonies are, and of Right ought to be, FrRez Anp INDEPENDENT § 1P“A T c'c 1 e i
abfolved from all Allegiance to the Britith Crown, and that all political Congfection between them and the State of Great-Bitaip, is and oz Sh' ‘lm,: v‘h:y 3y
folved ; andthatas FREE AND INDEPENDENT STATES, they have full Power to levy War, conclude PCIlCC?’.Cﬁmraﬂ “illt,“" e ‘\‘":}1)'-"1“{-
Commerce, and to doall other A@sand Things which INDEPENDENT STATES mayofrightdo. And for the fupport of this D mlnc_cs.’ eftablifis
firmn Reliance on the Protection of divine Providence, we mutually pledge tocach other our Lives, our Fortunes, and our facred lggnor 18 Declaration, with a

furpations, all

Signed by ORDER and in BEnaALF of the CoNGRESsS,
T JOHN HANCOCK, PrREsSIDENT.
T ES

A E e
CHARLES THOMSON, SECcRETARY.
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HEN in the Courfe of human Events, it becomes neceffary for one People to diffolve the Politi :
1v\gith ar’no:é:;;, ar:d1 tohaffume :lmong ;{l&e{?zwcrs :f (;he Earth, the fcpar;;te and equal Stal:io,,o :)'C:ﬂl }I,iiacx;lds‘;]veh}_c’;lwlsn:; clz:r:::’ze(: n([lixc(r;;
at tle them, a decent ini i :
z t:?sscpan(gnl, e them ecent Refpect to the Opinions of Mankind requires that they fhould declare the caufes which impel them
We hold thefe Truths to be felf-evident, that all Men are created equal, that th i 2 g
) unalienable Rights, that among thefe are Life, Liberty, and the Purfuit o? Happinefs— .e{‘ha;: nffco::ﬁhs}; ;{)ic.;}l;tgm({mf with certain
1:alhmte.:? among -Men, deriving their jult Powers from the Confent of the Governed, that whenever any Form of Government becomes d 1}J°‘rf.rf’mcms ars
Ends, it is the Right of the People to alter or to abolifh it, and to infitute new Government, laying its Foundation on fuch Princi ]c ructive of “}’F{‘v‘
its Powers in fuch Form, as to them fhall feem moft likely to effect their Safety and Happinefs. Prudence, indeed, will diﬂ‘a‘(-e th"ngP 7 S oning
mb'lithcd thould not be char_\gcd for light and tranfient Caufes; and accordingly all Experience hath fhewn, that M’:mkind are nlorc’:j.r()\;::inlncfxts long ef-
Tovils are fufferable, than to right them/elves by abolithing the Forms to which they are accuftomed. But when a long Train of Abuf ifpofed to h_xffcr, while
ing invariably the fame Objed, evinces a Defign to reduce them under abfolute Defpotifm, it is their Right, it is lhgir D‘N = t\;l cs andR_U{urpauons, purfu-
and to provide new Guards for their future Security, Such has been the patient Sufferance of thefe Colo‘;ics; and fuch is r}::)w th r‘:}w oﬂ' S oo
them to alter their former Syftems of Government. The Hiftory of the prefent King of Great-Britain is a Hiftory of repeated l‘c-* cfc ity which conftrains
having in direct Object the Eftablihment of an abfolute Tyranny over thefe States.  To prove this, let Faits be fubmitted to E d'dn{l\ler b
He has refufed his Affent to Laws, the moft wholefome and neceffary for the public Good. T orld,
Hr has forbidden his Governors to pafs Laws of immediate and prefling Importance, unlefs fufpended i i son-oil ki 2
and when fo fufpended, he has utterly ne Jected to attend to them. s pended in their Operation till his Affent thould be obtained 3
Hr has refufed to pafs other Laws for the Accommodation of large Diftricts of People, unlefs thofe Peopl inqui : .
the Legiflaturz, a Right ineftimable to them, and formidable to Tyrants only. * ¢ People would relinquith the Right of Reprefentation in
He has called together Legiflative Bodies at Places unufual, uncomfortable, and diftant from the Depofi i y
fatiguing them into Compliance with his Meafures. epofitory of their public Records, for the fole Purpofe of
He has diffolved Reprefentative Houles repeatedly, for oppofing with manly Firmnefs his Invafions on the Ri
He has refufed for a long Time, after fuch Diffolutions, to caufe others to be elected ; whereby the Legiifati\:ghl:i:vfc.rl?ciixpﬁ;le f Annihilati
tarned to the People at large for their exercife; the Statc remaining in the mean time expofed to all the Dangers of Invafion f.rom ‘I\gthou:’ anx;mCl i iﬂ;?n, hn‘;c re=
He has endeavoured to prevent the Population of thefe States ; for that Purpofe obftructing the Laws for Naturalization of Foreigne y £ “onvulfions within,
to encourage their Migrations hither, and raifing the Conditions of new Appropriations of Lands. gness; rciming - pals othery
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He has endeavoured to prevent the Population of thefe States ; for that Purpofe obftructing the Laws for Naturalization of Foreigne 3 ref ity ha
to encourage their Migrations hither, and raifing the Conditions of new Appropriations of Lands. gners; refufing to pafs others
He has obftructed the Adminiftration of Juftice, by refufing his Affent to Laws for eftablithing Judiciary Powers
He has made Judges dependent on his Will alone, for the Tenure of their Offices, and the Amount and Paymcnt. of their Salaries
He has ereéted a Multitude of new Offices, and lent hither Swarms of Officers to harrafs our People, and eat out their Sub}h;l i
He has kept among us, in Times of Peace, Standing Armies, without the confent of our Legiflatures, i
He has affected to render the Military independent of and fuperior to the Civil Power,
He has combined with others to fubject us to a Jurifdi&ion foreign to our Conftitution, and . s . i
chmaded Lagllision’ ) J g itution, and unacknowledged by our Laws ; giving his Afient to their Ads of
For quartering large Bodies of Armed Troops among us :
For prote@ing them, by a mock Trial, from Punifhment for any Murders which they fhould commit on th i
For cutting off our“Trade with all Parts of the World : Z it on the Inhabitants of‘thefe States :
For impofing Taxes on us without our Confent :
I'or depriving us, in many Cafes, of the Benefits of Trial by Jury :
For tranfporting us beyond Seas to be tried for pretended Offences :
For abolithing the free Syftem of Englith Laws in a neighbouring Province, eftablifhing therein an arbitr. S o
as to render it at once an Example and fit Inftrument for introducing the fame abfolute Rulic; into thefe Co]lon‘ii:t-sy :Govcrnmem, and enlarging its Boundaries, fo
For taking away our Charters, abolifhing our moft valuable Laws, and altering fundamentally the Forms of our Governments :
Fox fufpending our own Legiflatures, and declaring themfelves invefted with Power to legiflate for us in all Cafes whatfoever : p
He has abdicated Governfnent here, by declaring us out of his Proteétion afd waging War againft us. ;
He has plundered our Seas, ravaged our Coafts, burnt our Towns, and deftroyed the Lives of our People. - -
He is, at this Time, tranfporting large Armies of foreign Mercenaries to compleat the Works of Death, Defolati ; -
cumftances of Cruelty and Perfidy, fcarcely paralleled in the moft barbarous Agcsp, and totally unworthy the Hc:dqolfo:’cia:‘i;ibzg rI::Ir;l:i)c;na‘rmdy begun with cir-
He has conftrained our fellow Citizens taken Captive on the high Seas to bear Arms againit their Country, to b oo : .
Brethren, or to fall themfelves by their Hands. . y» to become the Executioncrs of their Friends and
H & has excited domeftic Infurre@ions amongft us, and has endeavoured to bring on the Tnhabitants of our Fronti i :
known Rule of Warfare, is an undiftinguithed Deftruétion, of all Ages, Sexes and Conditions. ronticrs, the mercilefs Indian Savages, whofe
In every ftage of thefe Oppreffions we have Petitioned for Redrefs in the moft humble Terms : Our repeated Petiti v
ed Injury. A Prince, whofe Characer is thus marked by every a& which may define a Tyrant, is unfit to bepfhc Rulccr‘ cly((,'n:}:::‘}:E?,?cam“em only by repeat-
NoRr have we been wanting in Attentions to our Britith Brethren, We have warned them from Time to Time of Attempts b ghé;r L»« iflat
unwarrantable Jurifdiction overus. We have reminded them of the Circum(ances of our Emigration and Settlement here, chhzwc 2 ;ge,l dure ‘olc’ftc"d a
Juftice and Magnanimity, and we have coniured them by the Ties of common Kindred to difavow thefe Ufurpations, which, would if:gviat:bl i i
Connections and Correfpondence.  They too have been deaf to the Voice of Juitice and of Confanguinity. We muit, therefore, ac uiefce in tl \"1, itk s
denonnces our Separation, and hold them, as we hold the reft of Mankind, Enemics in War, in Peace, Friends. i 1¢ INeceflity, which
W, thereforc, the Reprefentatives of the UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, in Gexe
Fc.ﬂing to the Supreme Judge of the World for the Reétitude of our Intentions,do, in the Name, and by Authority oth}?c;oocd OPZOG )i Eo; ls}’, Iﬁfrén;bhfd' #i
emnly Publith and Declare, That thefe United Colonies are, and of Right ought to be, FrRez Anp INDEPENDENT § 1P“A T c'c 1 e
abfolved from all Allegiance to the Britith Crown, and that all political Congfection between them and the State of Great-Bitaip, is and oz Sh' ‘lmf v‘h:)' are
folved ; andthatas FREE AND INDEPENDENT STATES, they have full Power to levy War, conclude PCIlCC?’.Cﬁmraﬂ “illt,“" e ‘\‘":}1)'-"1“{-
Commerce, and to doall other A@sand Things which INDEPENDENT STATES mayofrightdo. And for the ot afthin D "llnc_cs.’ eftablith
firmn Reliance on the Protection of divine Providence, we mutually pledge tocach other our Lives, our Fortunes, and our facred lggnor 18 Declaration, with a

furpations, all

Signed by ORDER and in BEnaALF of the CoNGRESsS,
T JOHN HANCOCK, PrREsSIDENT.
T ES

A E e
CHARLES THOMSON, SECcRETARY.
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HEN in the Courfe of human Events, it becomes neceffary for one People to diffolve the Politi :
1v\s:ith ar’no:é:;;, ar:d’ tohaffume :lmong ;{he{!’c{:}wm :f (;he Earth, the fcpar;;te and equal ':}tal::ionO ;gci}/lﬁac?idst‘}:: f?wls“:; cl%:?:fzec:r::]im:;‘
at tle them, a decent ini i :
z t:?ssepam;:nl, e them ecent Refpect to the Opinions of Mankind requires that they fhould declare the caufes which impel them
We hold thefe Truths to be felf-evident, that all Men are created equal, that th i . s
) unalifrr}able R_ig!m, that among thefe are Life, Liberty, and the Purfuit o? Happinefs— -e{'ha;te t:;scos‘r)ghsz: ][{)i?lrngm({ml-’ iy
1:alhmte.:? among -Men, deriving their jult Powers from the Confent of the Governed, that whenever any Form of Government becomes d 1}J°‘rf.rf’mcms ars
Ends, it is the Right of the People to alter or to abolifh it, and to infitute new Government, laying its Foundation on fuch Princi ]c ructive of “}’F{‘v‘
its Powers in fuch Form, as to them fhall feem moft likely to effect their Safety and Happinefs. Prudence, indeed, will diﬂ‘a‘(-e th"ngP 7 S oning
mb'lithcd thould not be char_\gcd for light and tranfient Caufes; and accordingly all Experience hath fhewn, that M’:mkind are nlorc’:j.r()\;::inlncfxts long ef-
Tovils are fufferable, than to right them/elves by abolithing the Forms to which they are accuftomed. But when a long Train of Abuf ifpofed to h_xffcr, while
ing invariably the fame Objeét, evinces a Defign to reduce them under abfolute Defpotifm, it is their Right, it is (hfi, D-ul to t\;‘ = andR_Ufurpaugns, purfu-
and to provide new Guards for their future Security, Such has been the patient Sufferance of thefe Colo‘;ics; and fuch is r}::)w th r‘:}w oﬂ' S oo
them to alter their former Syftems of Government. The Hiftory of the prefent King of Great-Britain is a Hiftory of repeated l‘c-* cfc ity which conftrains
having in diret Objet the Eftablithment of an abfolute Tyranny over thefe States. To prove this, let Facts be fubmitted to E d'dn{l\ler i i
He has refufed his Affent to Laws, the moft wholefome and neceffary for the public Good. T orld,
Hr has forbidden his Governors to pafs Laws of immediate and prefling Importance, unlefs fufpended i i son-oil ki 2
and when fo fufpended, he has utterly ne Jected to attend to them. s pended in their Operation till his Affent thould be obtained 3
Hr has refufed to pafs other Laws for the Accommodation of large Diftricts of People, unlefs thofe Peopl inqui : .
the Legiflaturz, a Right ineftimable to them, and formidable to Tyrants only. * ¢ People would relinquith the Right of Reprefentation in
He has called together Legiflative Bodies at Places unufual, uncomfortable, and diftant from the Depofi i y
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Hr has refufed to pafs other Laws for the Accommodation of large Diftricts of People, unlefs thofe Peopl inqui : .
the Legiflaturz, a Right ineftimable to them, and formidable to Tyrants only. * ¢ People would relinquith the Right of Reprefentation in
He has called together Legiflative Bodies at Places unufual, uncomfortable, and diftant from the Depofi i y
fatiguing them into Compliance with his Meafures. epofitory of their public Records, for the fole Purpofe of
He has diffolved Reprefentative Houles repeatedly, for oppofing with manly Firmnefs his Invafions on the Ri
He has refufed for a long Time, after fuch Diffolutions, to caufe others to be elected ; whereby the Legiifati\:ghl:i:vfc.rl?ciixpﬁ;le f Annihilati
tarned to the People at large for their exercife; the Statc remaining in the mean time expofed to all the Dangers of Invafion f.rom ‘I\gthou:’ anx;mCl i iﬂ;?n, hn‘;c re=
He has endeavoured to prevent the Population of thefe States ; for that Purpofe obftructing the Laws for Naturalization of Foreigne y £ “onvulfions within,
to encourage their Migrations hither, and raifing the Conditions of new Appropriations of Lands. gners; refufing to pafs others
He has obftructed the Adminiftration of Juftice, by refufing his Affent to Laws for eftablithing Judiciary Powers
He has made Judges dependent on his Will alone, for the Tenure of their Offices, and the Amount and Paymcnt. of their Salaries
He has ereéted a Multitude of new Offices, and lent hither Swarms of Officers to harrafs our People, and eat out their Sub}h;l i
He has kept among us, in Times of Peace, Standing Armies, without the confent of our Legiflatures, i
He has affected to render the Military independent of and fuperior to the Civil Power,
He has combined with others to fubject us to a Jurifdi&ion foreign to our Conftitution, and . s . i
chmaded Lagllision’ ) J g itution, and unacknowledged by our Laws ; giving his Afient to their Ads of
For quartering large Bodies of Armed Troops among us :
For prote@ing them, by a mock Trial, from Punifhment for any Murders which they fhould commit on th i
For cutting off our“Trade with all Parts of the World : Z it on the Inhabitants of‘thefe States :
For impofing Taxes on us without our Confent :
I'or depriving us, in many Cafes, of the Benefits of Trial by Jury :
For tranfporting us beyond Seas to be tried for pretended Offences :
For abolithing the free Syftem of Englith Laws in a neighbouring Province, eftablifhing therein an arbitr. S o
as to render it at once an Example and fit Inftrument for introducing the fame abfolute Rulic; into thefe Co]lon‘ii:t-sy :Govcrnmem, and enlarging its Boundaries, fo
For taking away our Charters, abolifhing our moft valuable Laws, and altering fundamentally the Forms of our Governments :
Fox fufpending our own Legiflatures, and declaring themfelves invefted with Power to legiflate for us in all Cafes whatfoever : p
He has abdicated Governfnent here, by declaring us out of his Proteétion afd waging War againft us. ;
He has plundered our Seas, ravaged our Coafts, burnt our Towns, and deftroyed the Lives of our People. - -
He is, at this Time, tranfporting large Armies of foreign Mercenaries to compleat the Works of Death, Defolati ; -
cumftances of Cruelty and Perfidy, fcarcely paralleled in the moft barbarous Agcsp, and totally unworthy the Hc:dqolfo:’cia:‘i;ibzg rI::Ir;l:i)c;na‘rmdy begun with cir-
He has conftrained our fellow Citizens taken Captive on the high Seas to bear Arms againit their Country, to b oo : .
Brethren, or to fall themfelves by their Hands. . y» to become the Executioncrs of their Friends and
H & has excited domeftic Infurre@ions amongft us, and has endeavoured to bring on the Tnhabitants of our Fronti i :
known Rule of Warfare, is an undiftinguithed Deftruétion, of all Ages, Sexes and Conditions. ronticrs, the mercilefs Indian Savages, whofe
In every ftage of thefe Oppreffions we have Petitioned for Redrefs in the moft humble Terms : Our repeated Petiti v
ed Injury. A Prince, whofe Characer is thus marked by every a& which may define a Tyrant, is unfit to bepfhc Rulccr‘ (')‘(’.n:}:::":r}c)zc:‘\can(“ercd only by repeat-
NoRr have we been wanting in Attentions to our Britith Brethren, We have warned them from Time to Time of Attempts b ghé;r L»« iflat
unwarrantable Jurifdiction overus. We have reminded them of the Circum(tances of our Emigration and Settlement here. chh;wc - ;ge,l dure ‘olc’ftc"d a
Juftice and Magnanimity, and we have coniured them by the Ties of common Kindred to difavow thefe Ufurpations, which, would if:gviat:bl i i
Connections and Correfpondence.  They too have been deaf to the Voice of Juitice and of Confanguinity. We muit, therefore, ac uiefce in tl \"1, itk s
denonnces our Separation, and hold them, as we hold the reft of Mankind, Enemics in War, in Peace, Friends. i 1¢ INeceflity, which
W, thereforc, the Reprefentatives of the UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, in Gexe
Fc.ﬂing to the Supreme Judge of the World for the Reétitude of our Intentions,do, in the Name, and by Authority oth}?c;oocd OPZOG )i Eo; ls}’, Iﬁfrén;bhfd' #i
emnly Publith and Declare, That thefe United Colonies are, and of Right ought to be, FrRez Anp INDEPENDENT § 1P“A T c'c 1 e
abfolved from all Allegiance to the Britith Crown, and that all political Congfection between them and the State of Great-Bitaip, is and oz Sh' ‘lmf v‘h:)' are
folved ; andthatas FREE AND INDEPENDENT STATES, they have full Power to levy War, conclude PCIlCC?’.Cﬁmraﬂ “illt,“" e ‘\‘":}1)'-"1“{-
Commerce, and to doall other A@sand Things which INDEPENDENT STATES mayofrightdo. And for the ot afthin D "llnc_cs.’ eftablith
firmn Reliance on the Protection of divine Providence, we mutually pledge tocach other our Lives, our Fortunes, and our facred lggnor 18 Declaration, with a

furpations, all

Signed by ORDER and in BEnaALF of the CoNGRESsS,
T JOHN HANCOCK, PrREsSIDENT.
T ES

A E e
CHARLES THOMSON, SECcRETARY.
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HEN in the Courfe of human Events, it becomes neceffary for one People to diffolve the Politi :
1v\s:ith ar’no:é:;;, ar:d’ tohaffume :lmong ;{he{!’c{:}wm :f (;he Earth, the fcpar;;te and equal ':}tal::ionO ;gci}/lﬁac?idst‘}:: f?wls“:; cl%:?:fzec:r::]im:;‘
at tle them, a decent ini i :
z t:?ssepam;:nl, e them ecent Refpect to the Opinions of Mankind requires that they fhould declare the caufes which impel them
We hold thefe Truths to be felf-evident, that all Men are created equal, that th i 2 g
) unalienable Rights, that among thefe are Life, Liberty, and the Purfuit o? Happinefs— .e{‘ha;: nffco::ﬁhs}; ;{)ic.;}l;tgm({mf with certain
1:alhmte.:? among -Men, deriving their jult Powers from the Confent of the Governed, that whenever any Form of Government becomes d 1}J°‘rf.rf’mcms ars
Ends, it is the Right of the People to alter or to abolifh it, and to infitute new Government, laying its Foundation on fuch Princi ]c ructive of “}’F{‘v‘
its Powers in fuch Form, as to them fhall feem moft likely to effect their Safety and Happinefs. Prudence, indeed, will diﬂ‘a‘(-e th"ngP 7 S oning
mb'lithcd thould not be char_\gcd for light and tranfient Caufes; and accordingly all Experience hath fhewn, that M’:mkind are nlorc’:j.r()\;::inlncfxts long ef-
Tovils are fufferable, than to right them/elves by abolithing the Forms to which they are accuftomed. But when a long Train of Abuf ifpofed to h_xffcr, while
ing invariably the fame Objed, evinces a Defign to reduce them under abfolute Defpotifm, it is their Right, it is (hgir D-ul to t\;l cs ﬂndR_U{urpauons, purfu-
and to provide new Guards for their future Security, Such has been the patient Sufferance of thefe Colo‘;ics; and fuch is r}::)w th r‘:}w oﬂ' S oo
them to alter their former Syftems of Government. The Hiftory of the prefent King of Great-Britain is a Hiftory of repeated l‘c-* cfc ity which conftrains
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ing invariably the fame Objeét, evinces a Defign to reduce them under abfolute Defpotifm, it is their Right, it is (hfi, D-ul to t\;‘ = andR_Ufurpaugns, purfu-
and to provide new Guards for their future Security, Such has been the patient Sufferance of thefe Colo‘;ics; and fuch is r}::)w th r‘:}w oﬂ' S oo
them to alter their former Syftems of Government. The Hiftory of the prefent King of Great-Britain is a Hiftory of repeated l‘c-* cfc ity which conftrains
having in diret Objet the Eftablithment of an abfolute Tyranny over thefe States. To prove this, let Facts be fubmitted to E d'dn{l\ler i i
He has refufed his Affent to Laws, the moft wholefome and neceffary for the public Good. T orld,
Hr has forbidden his Governors to pafs Laws of immediate and prefling Importance, unlefs fufpended i i son-oil ki 2
and when fo fufpended, he has utterly ne Jected to attend to them. s pended in their Operation till his Affent thould be obtained 3
Hr has refufed to pafs other Laws for the Accommodation of large Diftricts of People, unlefs thofe Peopl inqui : .
the Legiflaturz, a Right ineftimable to them, and formidable to Tyrants only. * ¢ People would relinquith the Right of Reprefentation in
He has called together Legiflative Bodies at Places unufual, uncomfortable, and diftant from the Depofi i y
fatiguing them into Compliance with his Meafures. epofitory of their public Records, for the fole Purpofe of
He has diffolved Reprefentative Houles repeatedly, for oppofing with manly Firmnefs his Invafions on the Ri
He has refufed for a long Time, after fuch Diffolutions, to caufe others to be elected ; whereby the Legiifati\:ghl:i:vfc.rl?ciixpﬁ;le f Annihilati
turned to the People at large for their exercife; the Statc remaining in the mean time expoled to all the Dangers of Invafion from ‘I\gthou:’ anx;mCl i iﬂ;?n, have re-
He has endeavoured to prevent the Population of thefe States ; for that Purpofe obftructing the Laws for Naturalization of Foreigne 3 ref ity ha
to encourage their Migrations hither, and raifing the Conditions of new Appropriations of Lands. gners; refufing to pafs others
He has obftructed the Adminiftration of Juftice, by refufing his Affent to Laws for eftablithing Judiciary Powers
He has made Judges dependent on his Will alone, for the Tenure of their Offices, and the Amount and Paymcnt. of their Salaries
He has ereéted a Multitude of new Offices, and lent hither Swarms of Officers to harrafs our People, and eat out their Sub}h;l i
He has kept among us, in Times of Peace, Standing Armies, without the confent of our Legiflatures, i
He has affected to render the Military independent of and fuperior to the Civil Power,
He has combined with others to fubject us to a Jurifdi&ion foreign to our Conftitution, and . s . i
chmaded Lagllision’ ) J g itution, and unacknowledged by our Laws ; giving his Afient to their Ads of
For quartering large Bodies of Armed Troops among us :
For prote@ing them, by a mock Trial, from Punifhment for any Murders which they fhould commit on th i
For cutting off our Trade with all Parts of the World : 4 mmit on the Inhabitants of thefe States :
For impofing Taxes on us without our Confent :
I'or depriving us, in many Cafes, of the Benefits of Trial by Jury :
For tranfporting us beyond Seas to be tried for pretended Offences :
For abolithing the free Syftem of Englith Laws in a neighbouring Province, eftablifhing therein an arbitr. S o
as to render it at once an Example and fit Inftrument for introducing the fame abfolute Rulic; into thefe Co]lon‘ii:t-sy :Govcrnmem, and enlarging its Boundaries, fo
For taking away our Charters, abolifhing our moft valuable Laws, and altering fundamentally the Forms of our Governments :
Fox fufpending our own Legiflatures, and declaring themfelves invefted with Power to legiflate for us in all Cafes whatfoever : p
He has abdicated Governfnent here, by declaring us out of his Proteétion afd waging War againft us. ;
He has plundered our Seas, ravaged our Coafts, burnt our Towns, and deftroyed the Lives of our People. - -
He is, at this Time, tranfporting large Armies of foreign Mercenaries to compleat the Works of Death, Defolati ; -
cumftances of Cruelty and Perfidy, fcarcely paralleled in the moft barbarous Agcsp, and totally unworthy the Hc:dqolfo:’cia:‘i;ibzg rI::Ir;l:i)c;na‘rmdy begun with cir-
He has conftrained our fellow Citizens taken Captive on the high Seas to bear Arms againit their Country, to b oo : .
Brethren, or to fall themfelves by their Hands. . y» to become the Executioncrs of their Friends and
H & has excited domeftic Infurre@ions amongft us, and has endeavoured to bring on the Tnhabitants of our Fronti i :
known Rule of Warfare, is an undiftinguithed Deftruétion, of all Ages, Sexes and Conditions. ronticrs, the mercilefs Indian Savages, whofe
In every ftage of thefe Oppreffions we have Petitioned for Redrefs in the moft humble Terms : Our repeated Petiti v
ed Injury. A Prince, whofe Characer is thus marked by every a& which may define a Tyrant, is unfit to bepfhc Rulccr‘ cly((,'n:}:::‘}:E?,?cam“em only by repeat-
NoRr have we been wanting in Attentions to our Britith Brethren, We have warned them from Time to Time of Attempts b ghé;r L»« iflat
unwarrantable Jurifdiction overus. We have reminded them of the Circum(ances of our Emigration and Settlement here, chhzwc 2 ;ge,l dure ‘olc’ftc"d a
Juftice and Magnanimity, and we have coniured them by the Ties of common Kindred to difavow thefe Ufurpations, which, would if:gviat:bl i i
Connections and Correfpondence.  They too have been deaf to the Voice of Juitice and of Confanguinity. We muit, therefore, ac uiefce in tl \"1, itk s
denonnces our Separation, and hold them, as we hold the reft of Mankind, Enemics in War, in Peace, Friends. i 1¢ INeceflity, which
W, thereforc, the Reprefentatives of the UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, in Gexe
Fc.ﬂing to the Supreme Judge of the World for the Reétitude of our Intentions,do, in the Name, and by Authority oth}?c;oocd OPZOG )i Eo; ls}’, Iﬁfrén;bhfd' #i
emnly Publith and Declare, That thefe United Colonies are, and of Right ought to be, FrRez Anp INDEPENDENT § 1P“A T c'c 1 e
abfolved from all Allegiance to the Britith Crown, and that all political Congfection between them and the State of Great-Bitaip, is and oz Sh' ‘lmf v‘h:)' are
folved ; andthatas FREE AND INDEPENDENT STATES, they have full Power to levy War, conclude PCIlCC?’.Cﬁmraﬂ “illt,“" e ‘\‘":}1)'-"1“{-
Commerce, and to doall other A@sand Things which INDEPENDENT STATES mayofrightdo. And for the ot afthin D "llnc_cs.’ eftablith
firmn Reliance on the Protection of divine Providence, we mutually pledge tocach other our Lives, our Fortunes, and our facred lggnor 18 Declaration, with a

furpations, all

Signed by ORDER and in BEnaALF of the CoNGRESsS,
T JOHN HANCOCK, PrREsSIDENT.
T ES

A E e
CHARLES THOMSON, SECcRETARY.
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its Powers in fuch Form, as to them fhall feem moft likely to effect their Safety and Happinefs. Prudence, indeed, will diﬂ‘a‘(-e th"ngP 25 shcorgaing
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1:alhmte.:? among -Men, deriving their jult Powers from the Confent of the Governed, that whenever any Form of Government becomes d 1}J°‘rf.rf’mcms ars
Ends, it is the Right of the People to alter or to abolifh it, and to infitute new Government, laying its Foundation on fuch Princi ]c ructive of “}’F{‘v‘
its Powers in fuch Form, as to them fhall feem moft likely to effect their Safety and Happinefs. Prudence, indeed, will diﬂ‘a‘(-e th"ngP 7 S oning
mb'lithcd thould not be char_\gcd for light and tranfient Caufes; and accordingly all Experience hath fhewn, that M’:mkind are nlorc’:j.r()\;::inlncfxts long ef-
Tovils are fufferable, than to right them/elves by abolithing the Forms to which they are accuftomed. But when a long Train of Abuf ifpofed to h_xffcr, while
ing invariably the fame Objeét, evinces a Defign to reduce them under abfolute Defpotifm, it is their Right, it is (hfi, D-ul to t\;‘ = andR_Ufurpaugns, purfu-
and to provide new Guards for their future Security, Such has been the patient Sufferance of thefe Colo‘;ics; and fuch is r}::)w th r‘:}w oﬂ' S oo
them to alter their former Syftems of Government. The Hiftory of the prefent King of Great-Britain is a Hiftory of repeated l‘c-* cfc ity which conftrains
having in diret Objet the Eftablithment of an abfolute Tyranny over thefe States. To prove this, let Facts be fubmitted to E d'dn{l\ler i i
He has refufed his Affent to Laws, the moft wholefome and neceffary for the public Good. T orld,
Hr has forbidden his Governors to pafs Laws of immediate and prefling Importance, unlefs fufpended i i son-oil ki 2
and when fo fufpended, he has utterly ne Jected to attend to them. s pended in their Operation till his Affent thould be obtained 3
Hr has refufed to pafs other Laws for the Accommodation of large Diftricts of People, unlefs thofe Peopl inqui : .
the Legiflaturz, a Right ineftimable to them, and formidable to Tyrants only. * ¢ People would relinquith the Right of Reprefentation in
He has called together Legiflative Bodies at Places unufual, uncomfortable, and diftant from the Depofi i y
fatiguing them into Compliance with his Meafures. epofitory of their public Records, for the fole Purpofe of
He has diffolved Reprefentative Houles repeatedly, for oppofing with manly Firmnefs his Invafions on the Ri
He has refufed for a long Time, after fuch Diffolutions, to caufe others to be elected ; whereby the Legiifati\:ghl:i:vfc.rl?ciixpﬁ;le f Annihilati
tarned to the People at large for their exercife; the Statc remaining in the mean time expofed to all the Dangers of Invafion f.rom ‘I\gthou:’ anx;mCl i iﬂ;?n, hn‘;c re=
He has endeavoured to prevent the Population of thefe States ; for that Purpofe obftructing the Laws for Naturalization of Foreigne y £ “onvulfions within,
to encourage their Migrations hither, and raifing the Conditions of new Appropriations of Lands. gners; refufing to pafs others
He has obftructed the Adminiftration of Juftice, by refufing his Affent to Laws for eftablithing Judiciary Powers
He has made Judges dependent on his Will alone, for the Tenure of their Offices, and the Amount and Paymcnt. of their Salaries
He has ereéted a Multitude of new Offices, and lent hither Swarms of Officers to harrafs our People, and eat out their Sub}h;l i
He has kept among us, in Times of Peace, Standing Armies, without the confent of our Legiflatures, i
He has affected to render the Military independent of and fuperior to the Civil Power,
He has combined with others to fubject us to a Jurifdi&ion foreign to our Conftitution, and . s . i
chmaded Lagllision’ ) J g itution, and unacknowledged by our Laws ; giving his Afient to their Ads of
For quartering large Bodies of Armed Troops among us :
For prote@ing them, by a mock Trial, from Punifhment for any Murders which they fhould commit on th i
For cutting off our“Trade with all Parts of the World : Z it on the Inhabitants of‘thefe States :
For impofing Taxes on us without our Confent :
I'or depriving us, in many Cafes, of the Benefits of Trial by Jury :
For tranfporting us beyond Seas to be tried for pretended Offences :
For abolithing the free Syftem of Englith Laws in a neighbouring Province, eftablifhing therein an arbitr. S o
as to render it at once an Example and fit Inftrument for introducing the fame abfolute Rulic; into thefe Co]lon‘ii:t-sy :Govcrnmem, and enlarging its Boundaries, fo
For taking away our Charters, abolifhing our moft valuable Laws, and altering fundamentally the Forms of our Governments :
Fox fufpending our own Legiflatures, and declaring themfelves invefted with Power to legiflate for us in all Cafes whatfoever : p
He has abdicated Governfnent here, by declaring us out of his Proteétion afd waging War againft us. ;
He has plundered our Seas, ravaged our Coafts, burnt our Towns, and deftroyed the Lives of our People. - -
He is, at this Time, tranfporting large Armies of foreign Mercenaries to compleat the Works of Death, Defolati ; -
cumftances of Cruelty and Perfidy, fcarcely paralleled in the moft barbarous Agcsp, and totally unworthy the Hc:dqolfo:’cia:‘i;ibzg rI::Ir;l:i)c;na‘rmdy begun with cir-
He has conftrained our fellow Citizens taken Captive on the high Seas to bear Arms againit their Country, to b oo : .
Brethren, or to fall themfelves by their Hands. . Y» to become the Executioners of their Friends and
H & has excited domeftic Infurre@ions amongft us, and has endeavoured to bring on the Tnhabitants of our Fronti i :
known Rule of Warfare, is an undiftinguithed Deftruétion, of all Ages, Sexes and Conditions. ronticrs, the mercilefs Indian Savages, whofe
In every ftage of thefe Oppreffions we have Petitioned for Redrefs in the moft humble Terms : Our repeated Petiti v
ed Injury. A Prince, whofe Characer is thus marked by every a& which may define a Tyrant, is unfit to bepfhc Rulccr‘ (')‘(’.n:}:::":r}c)zc:‘\can(“ercd only by repeat-
NoRr have we been wanting in Attentions to our Britith Brethren, We have warned them from Time to Time of Attempts b ghé;r L»« iflat
unwarrantable Jurifdiction overus. We have reminded them of the Circum(ances of our Emigration and Settlement here, chhzwc 2 ;ge,l dure ‘olc’ftc"d a
Juftice and Magnanimity, and we have coniured them by the Ties of common Kindred to difavow thefe Ufurpations, which, would if:gviat:bl i i
Connections and Correfpondence.  They too have been deaf to the Voice of Juitice and of Confanguinity. We muit, therefore, ac uiefce in tl \"1, itk s
denonnces our Separation, and hold them, as we hold the reft of Mankind, Enemics in War, in Peace, Friends. i 1¢ INeceflity, which
W, thereforc, the Reprefentatives of the UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, in Gexe
Fc.ﬂing to the Supreme Judge of the World for the Reétitude of our Intentions,do, in the Name, and by Authority oth}?c;oocd OPZOG )i Eo; ls}’, Iﬁfrén;bhfd' #i
emnly Publith and Declare, That thefe United Colonies are, and of Right ought to be, FrRez Anp INDEPENDENT § 1P“A T c'c 1 e
abfolved from all Allegiance to the Britith Crown, and that all political Congfection between them and the State of Great-Bitaip, is and oz Sh' ‘lmf v‘h:)' are
folved ; andthatas FREE AND INDEPENDENT STATES, they have full Power to levy War, conclude PCIlCC?’.Cﬁmraﬂ “illt,“" e ‘\‘":}1)'-"1“{-
Commerce, and to doall other A@sand Things which INDEPENDENT STATES mayofrightdo. And for the ot afthin D "llnc_cs.’ eftablith
firmn Reliance on the Protection of divine Providence, we mutually pledge tocach other our Lives, our Fortunes, and our facred lggnor 18 Declaration, with a

furpations, all

Signed by ORDER and in BEnaALF of the CoNGRESsS,
T JOHN HANCOCK, PrREsSIDENT.
T ES

A E e
CHARLES THOMSON, SECcRETARY.
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